RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
PLANNING, TOWN AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

TERMS OF REFERENCE

1) The primary purpose of the Committee is to exercise on behalf of the Council all
its powers, duties and functions with regard to the matters listed in paragraph 2
below. In exercising this function, the Committee shall:
a) be bound by all relevant policies adopted by the Council and subject to the
Council’s budget and system of budgetary controls; and
b) supervise the work of relevant officers and hold them to account.
2) The matters within the Committee’s remit are the following: -
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a)

Responding on behalf of the Council to all consultations on applications for
development under Planning legislation, provided that where an application
would have a significant effect on the character of the town such application
shall (where relevant deadlines for comments allow) be referred by the
Committee with its recommendations to the Council for determination.

b)

Determination of responses on behalf of the Council in respect of all
applications relating to the preservation, felling or other works with respect
to trees and tree preservation orders.

c)

Determination of the Council’s response to any appeal against a planning
decision by the local planning authority including the preparation of
submissions to be made to an Inspector.

d)

Determination of any responses to be made by the Council in relation to
applications for premises licenses issued by the District Council.

e)

Acting as the consultee in respect all matters relating to the built
environment, roads and highways, car parking, traffic management,
footpaths, traffic regulations and bus shelters provided that where any
proposals in relation to these matters would have a significant impact on the
character of the town the Committee shall (where relevant deadlines for
comments allow) be referred by the Committee with its recommendations to
the Council for determination.

f)

To be responsible for all matters relating to the provision and control of
street lighting

g)

Oversight of the preparation of any Neighbourhood Plan, Neighbourhood
Development Order or any similar document or process which the Council
may decide to approve, sponsor or undertake

h)

Measures (whether taken by the Council or any other person or agency) to
protect the built environment from flooding or mitigate the effects of flooding
and oversight of any Flood Emergency Plan

i)

Acting as the consultee on planning, environment and management issues
in relation to the New Forest National Park

3) The Committee shall also have the following subsidiary functions:
a) To advise the Council on its response to climate change and other threats to
the environment, the well-being of people in Ringwood or the town’s
economy.
b) To advise the Council on its responses to planning policy documents affecting
the civil parish of Ringwood or any part of it and proposed by any competent
authority.
c) To consider and make recommendations to the Policy & Finance Committee
on the use of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) or other developer
contributions received by the Council.
DELEGATED POWERS
The following powers are delegated to the Committee to enable it to discharge its
functions:
i.

To give any instruction, direction or guidance relating to any matter within its
remit to any officer which the Council could lawfully have given and which is
either consistent with the delegation of powers to officers or has been
requested by the officer concerned;

ii. To approve the submission of a comment or response in the name and on
behalf of the Council to any relevant authority on any matter which falls to be
considered or determined by the Committee within its terms of reference
above;
iii. To approve on behalf of the Council any contractual or expenditure
commitment for a matter within its remit that is within approved budgets and
not inconsistent with decisions delegated to officers; and
iv. To authorise on behalf of the Council the use of funds held in any earmarked
reserve relating to a matter within its remit PROVIDED that:
A. “use” in this context shall include spending funds, committing funds
to future expenditure or putting funds at risk of being called upon to
meet a contractual or expenditure commitment;
B. The CIL reserve shall not be considered as being within the
Committee’s remit in this context; and
C. In any single financial year commencing on 1st April no more than
50% of the reserve balance at the start of that year may be used.
Approved on: 30th March 2022

2

