MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RINGWOOD TOWN COUNCIL
Held on Wednesday 26th June 2019 at 7.00pm at Ringwood Gateway, The Furlong,
Ringwood.
PRESENT:

Cllr Tony Ring, Town Mayor
Cllr Philip Day, Deputy Mayor
Cllr Andy Briers
Cllr Rae Frederick
Cllr John Haywood
Cllr Jeremy Heron
Cllr Darren Loose
Cllr Gloria O’Reilly
Cllr Steve Rippon-Swaine
Cllr Glenys Turner

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr Chris Wilkins, Town Clerk
Mrs Jo Hurd, Deputy Town Clerk
Cllr Michael Thierry, County and District Councillor

ABSENT:

Cllr Gareth Deboos
Cllr Hilary Edge
Cllr Christine Ford
Cllr Peter Kelleher

C/6316
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Sue Scott, Co-Chair or Ringwood and Bransgore Dementia Action Group addressed the
Council regarding its Dementia Friendly status, and encouraged all new Members to attend a
dementia awareness session, date to be arranged.
Angela Wiseman asked the Council to consider adopting an environmental policy. She said
that sustainability was an issue of great concern to residents, and felt that the Council should
take a lead on bringing about change. Angela Wiseman asked that this be put forward as an
agenda item for the next full council meeting.
C/6317
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
The Town Clerk reported that apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Deboos,
Edge, Ford and Kelleher.
C/6318
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none declared at this time.
C/6319
PRESENTATION OF GRANT AID CHEQUE
The Town Mayor presented a grant aid cheque of £1,000 to Clare Adams, Deputy
Headteacher at Ringwood School, to support the School’s 60th Birthday Festival event.
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C/6320
LAND NORTH OF HIGHTOWN ROAD
There were approximately 30 members of public in attendance for this item.
Members received a presentation from Jane Piper (planning consultant) regarding proposals
by Taylor Wimpey for land north of Hightown Road. They were in the process of preparing an
outline planning application to include 400 new homes, 3 hectares of employment, open space
and new accesses.
It was explained that the site is allocated in the District Council’s emerging Local Plan
(currently undergoing Examination by Planning Inspectors) and that, although the policy
allows for at least 270 homes, the Council is under pressure to optimise use of brownfield
sites and to bring forward more new houses, and has stated that it would welcome an
increase in numbers if it can be demonstrated that the development is appropriate and policy
compliant.
The policy requires that the development includes a community focal point and suggestions
were invited from local people.
The scheme as designed would be for 400 homes and this would include 200 affordable
homes and in line with policy 70% would be for social rent and 30% shared ownership.
However, Taylor Wimpey was open to discussion with the Town Council on the mix of housing
and it might be possible to provide some discounted market housing and more starter homes.
In response to questions raised, the following points were noted:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

The total build period for 400 homes would be 5 to 6 years.
A construction methodology would be included with the planning application (to address
routes for construction vehicles, time of work, storage of materials, parking on site, dust
and noise etc.)
Taylor Wimpey was made aware that work was due to commence in March 2021 on the
A31 widening – the implications of this on the start of work on site would need to be
considered.
The open space would remain as such in perpetuity.
A drainage strategy would be part of the planning application, and would address any
potential flooding issues.
In terms of the ecology of the site, a site survey looking at protected species (usually
carried out over the period of a year) would be submitted, together with a biodiversity
statement and a Habitats Regulations assessment. This would ensure that the
development was appropriate and would provide information on negating the impact of
development and enhancing the area for the future.
Site assessments and studies were being carried out, including transport/access,
landscape, ecology, noise, air quality, heritage and drainage mitigation.

Residents were invited to attend a public exhibition in The Tithe Barn at The Elm Tree from
3pm to 8pm on Wednesday 3rd July, where they would be able to speak to members of the
Taylor Wimpey team. A website would go live after the exhibition.
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C/6321
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on15th May 2019, having been
circulated, be approved and signed as a correct record.
C/6322
RECREATION, LEISURE AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
Cllr Briers presented the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 15th May and 5th June 2019.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Recreation, Leisure and Open Spaces Committee
meetings held on 15th May and 5th June 2019 be received.
C/6323
PLANNING, TOWN & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Cllr Day presented the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee meetings
held on 15th May and 7th June 2019.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning, Town & Environment Committee meetings
held on 15th May and 7th June 2019 be received.
C/6324
STAFFING COMMITTEE
Cllr Day presented the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 19th June 2019.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 19th June 2019
and the recommendation therein be approved.
C/6325
POLICY & FINANCE COMMITTEE
Cllr Heron presented the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meeting held on 15th
May and 19thJune 2019.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee meeting held on 19th June
2019 be received.
C/6326
ANNUAL RETURN
Members considered the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the financial year
ended 31st March 2019 (Annex A), as recommended for approval by Policy & Finance
Committee (F/5693 refers).
RESOLVED:
1) That the Annual Internal Audit Report 2018/19 be received and noted.
2) That the Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 be approved.
3) That the Accounting Statements 2018/19 be approved.
ACTION

R Fitzgerald
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C/6327
ANNUAL TOWN ASSEMBLY
Members considered the Deputy Town Clerk’s report (Annex B).
RESOLVED:
1) That the Annual Town Assembly and Annual Council Meeting be held on two
separate dates in future.
2) That the Annual Town Assembly be held on 13 May 2020, and a guest speaker
be invited to attend.
3) That Community Awards be re-introduced to the Annual Town Assembly, with
nominations invited from local residents.
ACTION

C Wilkins / J Hurd

C/6328
NEW FOREST BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP
RESOLVED: That Cllrs Heron and Ring be appointed to represent the Council at a meeting
of the New Forest Business Partnership at Greyfriars on 11th July 2019 (3:305:30pm).
ACTION

C Wilkins

C/6329
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE RECEIVED
The Town Mayor reported the following:
1)
2)
3)

4)

He invited Members to attend the Armed Forces Day Church Service at 2.30pm on
Sunday 30th June.
Although the Twinning Association would visit Pont Audemer in 2020, from now the
Association would be live but not active.
He had met with Inspector Scott Beney to discuss various policing issues. He
encouraged Members and residents to sign up to Hampshire Alert, to improve the flow
of information between the community and the police
(https://www.hampshirealert.co.uk/).
NFDC was looking to provide up to 25 new/replacement litter bins in the town.

C/6330
REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS AND STUDENT ADVISORS
Cllr Day reported that the spray can used to graffiti the wall in Northumberland Lane had now
been collected by the Police to assess its suitability for forensic submission. He advised that
the next Litter Pick would be on 7th July, meeting any time between 8am and 10.30am at the
Scout Hut in Poulner. He thanked everyone who had provided information for the Council’s
statement for the Local Plan Examination on 15th July.
Cllr O’Reilly had attended the South West Quadrant meeting with Cllr Deboos and reported on
a new Professional Dog Walkers’ Charter, and the availability of grant funding available to
ascertain a housing needs assessments. She had also attended the Western Escarpment
meeting, also with Cllr Deboos. Following on from Councillor Heron’s report to the Recreation
Meeting about Ash Die Back, she was concerned about Ash Die Back disease and wonders
what councillors can do to make the public aware of the problem. She is also concerned
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about phospates and chemicals in the rivers, and was advised to provide further information
should she wish these issues to be considered by Committee. She wished to thank a group of
Ringwood School students who had assisted her to stand a vandalised bin back up in Pocket
Park.
Cllr Frederick advised she would be attending the Litter Pick on 7th July. She had been
approached by someone with an interest in street art and who would be talking to Ringwood
School about the A31 underpass. She had attended a Ringwood Society meeting, and they
were supportive of schemes such as Clean Up Ringwood and Transition Ringwood.
C/6331
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
County Councillor Thierry provided a written report, which was circulated at the meeting
(Annex C).
District Councillor Heron outlined the agenda for Cabinet on 3rd July. The Council would be
considering a draft Compulsory Purchase and Overriding Easements Policy, which would
assist with bringing forward sites for new housing. It was also noted that the Council would be
supporting Southampton City Council’s bid to be the UK City of Culture 2025.
District Councillor Rippon-Swaine reported that, in response to a motion that the Council
declare a Climate Emergency, a Task and Finish Group had been set up to investigate and
report back by September. A Task and Finish Group had been set up to consider a strategy in
response to Ash Die Back, with a proposal to plant 2 trees for every 1 lost.
C/6332
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
Recreation, Leisure & Open Spaces
Planning, Town & Environment
Policy & Finance
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
Full Council

7.00pm
10.00am
7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm

Wednesday 3rd July 2019
Friday 5th July 2019
Wednesday 17th July 2019
Wednesday 24th July 2019 (tentative)
Wednesday 31st July 2019

There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.53pm.

APPROVED
31st July 2019

TOWN MAYOR

Page 5 of 5

Chairman’s initials

P

REPORT TO FULL COUNCIL – 26 JUNE 2019
ANNUAL TOWN ASSEMBLY
1.

The Annual Town Assembly is a meeting of the electorate and not a meeting of the
Town Council, and must take place between 1 March and 1 June each year.

2.

The Annual Meeting of the Council must take place in May.

3.

For the past few years the Annual Town Assembly and the Annual Council Meeting
have been held on the same evening. This has meant that the Town Assembly has
been a bit of a non-event; little more than a run through of the Mayor’
s and
Committee Chairmen’
s Annual Reports and an update on the financial status of the
Ringwood United Charities. These meetings have been poorly attended by members
of the public.

4.

Up until 2007, the Annual Town Assembly always included a presentation from a
guest speaker. Previous speakers have included students from Ringwood School
speaking about Fair Trade and the Future of Ringwood; a representative from the
Environment Agency speaking about the Flood Defence Scheme; and the Reserves
Officer from Blashford Lakes. Refreshments were then served at the end of the
meeting.

5.

Agendas for previous meetings have also included Community Awards (bi-annually).
Nominations were sought from the local community through the local press, with
awards being agreed by the Council and then presented by the Town Mayor at the
Annual Town Assembly.

6.

The current schedule of meetings, agreed by Policy & Finance Committee (F/5650 –
16/01/2019 refers), shows both meetings being held on 20 May 2020. However, it is
proposed that these meetings should be held on separate dates in future, to allow
more to be made of the Annual Town Assembly, as has happened in the past.

7.

There are four Wednesday evenings within the period outlined in paragraph 1 when
no other meeting is planned. If members agree to separate the two meetings, the
Annual Town Assembly could therefore be held on either 11 March, 8 or 22 April or
13 May 2020, with the Annual Council Meeting being held on 20 May 2020 as
planned.

8.

Issues for Decision

8.1

Should the Annual Town Assembly and Annual Council Meeting be held on two
separate dates in future?

8.2

If so, which date should the Annual Town Assembly be held on in 2020 – 11
March, 8 or 22 April, or 13 May?

8.3

Should Community Awards be re-introduced to the Annual Town Assembly,
with nominations invited from local residents?

8.4

Should a guest speaker be invited to make a presentation at the Annual Town
Assembly and, if so, do Members have any suggestions?

For further information, please contact:
Mrs Jo Hurd
Deputy Town Clerk
0125 484721
jo.hurd@ringwood.gov.uk

County Councillor’
s June report (Michael Thierry)
Balancing the County Budget consultation
Hampshire County Council is asking for residents‘views on ways to balance its budget,
in response to growing demands on council. The consultation is open until 11.59pm
on Wednesday 17th July 2019. The County Council would like to hear views on the following
options for balancing its budget, as well as any alternatives that you may wish to propose:
i
i
i
i
i

Introducing and increasing charges for some services
Encouraging central Government to make legislative changes
Generating additional income
Continuing to use the County Council's reserves prudently
Reducing and changing services Increasing Council Tax

The Information Pack and Response Form can be requested in other formats including
Braille, audio or large print by emailing insight@hants.gov.uk or calling 0300 555 1375. You
can also email your response directly to insight@hants.gov.uk

Motion on Declaring a Climate Emergency
A number of councils have had Motions related to climate change laid before them.
Both New Forest District Council and Hampshire County Council are two such
councils.
The county response was discussed at the last Cabinet Meeting.
i It was noted that whilst the UK only accounts for a very small proportion of
global carbon emissions (around 1.5%) it is essential that developed countries like the UK
show leadership internationally.
i Hampshire County Council has taken an innovative and robust approach to
reducing our own carbon emissions since Cabinet approved a strategic plan in July 2010.
Over the last nine years a significant reduction of over 40% has been successfully
achieved. Having originally set stretching targets of 20% reduction by 2015 and then 40%
by 2025 excellent progress has been made.
i The carbon emissions of the County Council have reduced by 21,800 tonnes since
2010 - equivalent to planting a forest of trees covering 8,700 acres or 4,300 football
pitches. In Phase one of the plan total gross energy cost savings of nearly £30 million
were delivered including leading work with all schools to reduce energy consumption.
i Converting all street lights to modern energy efficient lamps and introducing
a programme of dimming and switching off.
i Converting the County Councils small vehicle fleet from fossil fuel to electric
i Installing solar panels on all roofs in our corporate estate that are technically viable
- some 60 installations in total
i Reducing our office estate by around 25% as a result of flexible working and
more efficient occupation

Cllr Keith Mans noted "The Cabinet declares a ‘
Climate Emergency‘ in line with the
action taken by many other Councils and organisations in the UK and globally, and commits to
develop an action plan to provide a meaningful and effective set of measures to ensure that
Hampshire moves towards carbon.
Contacting Ringwood County Councillor – Please contact Michael Thierry 07702 479095 –
email Michael.Thierry@hants.gov.uk

